SELECTED WORD LISTS AND STRATEGIES

Kindergarten

These high frequency word lists are the most common words in English, ranked in frequency order. The first 25 make up about a third of all printed materials. The first 100 make up about half of all written material, and the first 300 make up about 65% of all written material. Students must learn to instantly read and spell these words correctly.

· At the beginning of the school year students should be assessed to determine their level of proficiency in spelling the words on these lists.

· The lists and strategies are meant to guide the spelling instruction in each grade level.

· By the end of each school year, students should be able to spell and read the selected word lists to mastery.

In order to ensure a smooth transition between third and fourth grades when students should be moving from “learning to read” to “reading to learn” it is imperative that our students learn a minimum number of words each year, beginning in kindergarten. The words on this selected word list should be taught to mastery by the end of Kindergarten.

For additional information, ideas for classroom spelling programs, teaching for word solving strategies, additional lists, and research:
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SELECTED WORD LIST – Kindergarten

High Frequency Words

(read from left to right)

	the
	of
	and
	a
	to
	in

	that
	it
	he 
	was
	for
	on

	with
	his
	they
	I
	at
	be

	from
	go
	am
	look
	like
	as

	is
	this
	have
	are
	you
	


