

Effective writing assignments enable students to write fluently and purposefully for an audience.  R.A.F.T.S. can help teachers identify and incorporate the elements of an effective writing assignment.

Role of the writer – helps the writer decide on point of view and voice.

Audience for the writing – reminds the writer that he needs to communicate ideas to someone else and helps the writer determine content and style.

Format of the material – helps the writer organize ideas and use the conventions of format, such as letters, interview, story problems.

Topic or subject of the writing – helps the writer focus on main ideas.

Strong verb – directs the writer to the writing purpose, e.g., analyze, persuade, create, predict, compare, defend, evaluate.
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