ADMIT SLIP
Hartford Fire

On Thursday, July 6, 1944, as the afternoon performance of the Ringling Bros. and Barnum & Bailey Circus in Hartford, Connecticut, had just begun, fire broke out in the southwest corner of the big top.  The fire was fast and angry, killing 167 people-mostly women and children in a matter of minutes and injuring about 500 others.  Although the police determined that the fire was caused “by the carelessness of an unidentified smoker and patron who threw a lighted cigarette to the ground,” the real cause of the fire is still in doubt.  Stewart O’Nan believes the fire started near a portable toilet, but higher on the canvas wall.  A man did confess to setting the fire.  However, his mental state calls his version into question.

COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING:

1. One thing I wonder is________________________.

2. A question I hope we can answer is _________________________________________.

3. This event shares some common aspects with

_______________________________. (Recent event or historical event)
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