5th Grade Teacher Guide and Introduction

These standards break down into three parts:
1. Part one is teaching the students to use Microsoft PowerPoint.  Topics and skills that should be covered in this instruction include:

· Basic PowerPoint design principles (tasteful layout and organization)

· Inserting and manipulating text boxes

· Inserting clipart/photos  (resizing and repositioning if needed)

· Inserting a background

     2.  Part two is teaching web site evaluation in order to determine if the site is appropriate and relevant to the assignment, and what to do if it’s not.

     3.  Part three is reinforcing copyright and citation information that is introduced in fourth grade. – see the poster.  Note that the poster addresses guidelines for student use.  Teachers may use what they like as long as it is for educational purposes and remains in the classroom.

Classroom Management Strategies
1.  Start small.  Before tackling a research project using PowerPoint as your presentation tool, it is very helpful to begin with a smaller project with the goal of learning the “skills” needed to create a slide.  For example, many classrooms begin with a slide show titled, “All About Me”.  See grade level resources.  Students learn to insert and manipulate a photo of themselves, insert a text box, and create a background.  Once they have mastered these skills, it is very easy to teach them to animate their text and images.  
2. Use a storyboard.  Since content is always the focus, it is extremely important to require students to create a storyboard with all of their information written on paper and previewed by you, the teacher, before they are allowed to begin creating their PowerPoint presentation on the computer.  This helps to save time and prevents students from getting sidetracked with all of the “bells and whistles”.  
3.  Have students work in pairs.  Students are able to dialogue and use their individual strengths to collaborate on the creation of a slide.  By rotating who has control of the mouse, they can both create and help each other remember how to do a specific task. 

4.  Create a schedule.  It is helpful to have a schedule for computer use.  This way students are assured that they will have “their turn” at the computer.  Knowing this helps them to focus on the work at hand, and avoid the distraction of students using the computer. 
5.  Model PowerPoint Use.  It is helpful for students to watch you use PowerPoint as a communication tool.  By watching you present a thoughtful, well designed presentation, they see first hand what it looks like and how it sounds to give a PowerPoint presentation.  Ideas would be to introduce a unit using PowerPoint, or teach a specific topic using PowerPoint. 
